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April 2026 Newsletter   www.PensacolaCamelliaClub.com   or like us on Facebook. 

 

Hello Pensacola Camellia Club members and friends. 

This issue of the newsletter is our last for the 2025-26 Camellia season and we have accomplished 
much this year. Since our last newsletter, we had our community show where we showcase our 
novice camellia growers, our annual banquet where we installed the officers for the next year, 
awarded two T. Morris Scholarships, recognized our person of the year and recognized other club 
members who made significant contributions to the operations of the club this past year. The 
auction was a great success! We had a tag-team of auctioneers and a great deal of fun raising 
funds for the T. Morris Scholarship fund. But we also have so many more activities planned over 
the next months while we take a break from our formal monthly meetings. Louise has worked 
with everyone to ensure all the events are posted on the website so be sure to check in and make 
sure you don’t miss an opportunity to participate. The Air Layering program is in full swing and we 
have a need for volunteers. This is a great opportunity to learn and an opportunity to recruit a 
new member!! 

We have an amazing team of volunteers that make this organization a success. I have very much 
enjoyed my role as President over the past year and am honored to continue in this capacity for 
another year. I want to thank each of you for the time, effort and care that you put into this 
organization to make it such a success. The entire board will be continuing their service to the 
organization, and I want to publicly thank them for their commitment. We will be meeting on the 
first Saturday in June to plan the activities and management of the club for the 2026-27 season. 
Our organization will reach a big milestone in 2027 when we achieve 90 years of continued 
service to the Pensacola area. Please contact any board member if you have an initiative or idea 
that we should consider at our planning meeting. We are a working board, and we rely on the 
participation of all members to continue our organization’s mission. Are you interested in a 
leadership role? There are always opportunities and we want to hear from you. I look forward to 
seeing you this month when we have our final speaker of the year, Mr. Forrest Latta. He will be 
bringing information about the International Camellia Society Conference to be held in 2027 so 
you do not want to miss this chance to learn more about the International Camellia Society and 
this historic event they have planned in partnership with the American Camellia Society. 

            Mack Thetford/ President 

 

Louise Seitz/ editor 

http://www.pensacolacamelliaclub.com/
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Bellingrath Garden Camellia Planting by Trumin Brown 

On February 28th a group of 47 volunteers, planted 100 camellias at Bellingrath Gardens which is 
located in Theodore, Alabama. I was delighted to find our members Jane & George Davis, and Lori 
Shipman and William Paden doing the digging and planting for this event. I was along for the 
easier jobs.  A few years ago, Sarah Brecher, horticulturist in charge of camellias, and Dr. F. Todd 
Lasseigne, Executive Director, came to the Shade House and purchased over 40 camellias from us.  
It was great to see many of our tagged camellia plants added to Bellingrath’s Garden  

Lori Shipman mentioned, William planted and I supervised and carried tools. When all volunteers 
were finished and the camellias were in the ground I looked at the tags on the camellias that were 
planted and I noticed a camellia with one of my tags from an air layer I did a couple years before 
in my yard. We are the owners of what was previously, Don Applegate’s home. The property 
came with 50+ camellias. 

At least 109 camellias were planted to help replace the ones the garden lost to hurricane Fredrick 
which hit the garden in 1979. How funny, 47 years ago and there were 47 volunteers that day! 

 

Did you know….April 16-June 21/ 
Thursday – Sunday 5-10pm Chinese 
Lantern Festival at Bellingrath 

 Starting April 16 the 2026 Gulf Coast Chinese 
Lantern Festival, an all new show filled with 
all new lanterns. As night falls, the Gardens 
glow with more than 40 towering, 
handcrafted light sculptures that transform 
the landscape into a vivid world of color and 
scale. Inspired by traditional Chinese lantern 
artistry and brought to life with modern 
design, dazzling plants, animals, and imaginative creatures illuminate every path. Interactive displays invite you 
to move, play, and step into the experience. Explore the Gardens after dark and discover an unforgettable night 
of light, energy, and wonder for all ages, with stunning photo moments at every turn.   
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Thursday April 9th – Air layering at Paul Bruno’s home located at 619 N. Baylen St., Pensacola 
starting at 9am. We will move on to Alan McMillan’s at 11am.The club will provide the supplies 
and materials needed for air-layering. Assisting members is the best way to learn this 
propagation method, please join us for this and other air layering dates. 
 
Saturday Apr. 11th– We will be air layering at Skip Vogelsang located at 4760 Shannon Place 
Pensacola starting at 9am. The club will provide the supplies and materials needed for air-layering. 
Assisting members is the best way to learn this propagation method, please join us 
 
Friday Apr. 10th & Saturday April 11th– Pensacola Camellia Club will be selling camellias at 
UF/IFAS and Pensacola State College Milton Campus, ‘Spring Festival of Flowers’ sales event 
for the weekend. If you can help a few hours 9am- 4pm, let Trumin know 850.375.4541, bring 
a chair and dress for the weather to greet the shoppers. 
 
NEW Friday Apr. 17th – Pot Party 2pm at the Shade House. We have 150 grafts in 1 gallon 
containers that need to be repotted into 3 gallon containers for them to grow.   
 
Tuesday Apr. 21st – Don’t miss the last Club Meeting of the Season. Program: Forrest Latta, 
VP for America to the International Camellia Society will presents, International Camellia 
Society Role and Camellia Shows Differ By Various Countries.’ Location: Garden Center 6:30pm 
for social, 7:00 pm program. This includes plans for ‘The International Camellia Society 
Convention January 2027’. Learn how PCC will be involved in this international camellia event.  
 
Saturday Apr. 25th– UWF Camellia Garden Work Day starting at 9:00am to 12:00pm.                
If you have wondered how to reduce large camellia plants, John Davy will lead a plant 
reduction demonstration. We will have members on hand to explain air layers and inside 
pruning of plants before we all get to work at the garden. Come watch and learn so you can 
improve your own yard with these methods. 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Garden+Center+(Pensacola+Federation+of+Garden+Clubs+Inc.)/@30.432345,-87.2109227,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x4323fe75d13173a7!8m2!3d30.432345!4d-87.208734
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 Many thanks to the members who quickly helped setup our Community Show that was 
held on March 7 at the downtown library. This has been our location for many years and we are 
always warmly welcomed by Susan White who is grateful that we provide this educational service 
to the public.  At the same time the library was busy Saturday morning offering tax preparation 
and the Genealogy Club meeting which provided more visitors to our show.  One of the volunteer 
for the tax preparation is Helen Mitchell who I have 
known through serving together in other clubs. Every 
year at our event Helen walks through to say ‘Hello’ 
and to view the many camellia blooms on display. Two 
years ago she purchased from the club, Finlandia. This 
year she came looking for me with one bloom that she 
wanted to enter but lost the tag.  With luck, at the 
prep table was Sharon Maloney with the same bloom 
who knew this was Finlandia and that Helen’s bloom 
was looking better than hers.  I think Sharon would 
make a good judge because the judges agreed and 
Helen’s blooms won ‘Best Heritage Variety.’ 

Our sales team came well prepared with a large selection of camellia plants to sell.  It was a 
perfect day to be outside for shoppers.  But we learned do not schedule an event when it is the 
McGuire’s 5K run and Palafox Market at the same time.   More photos are on our website for you 
to view – Louise Seitz 

     

Pictured above Mary Salinas, Sandra Sherman, Carol White, next James Bowers  
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What a Celebration We Had at our March 17, 2026 Banquet. 
 
Congratulations, University of Florida/ Milton Campus selected Rebecca Juntunen and Pensacola 
State College selected Dustin Nowling for our Thekla "T" Morris Scholarship awarded by the 
Pensacola Camellia Club and Foundation. In her memory we have this scholarship of $1,000 to 
support Plant Science students in the spirit of her life of learning. 

 
 
Congratulations to our 2025 Person of the Year, Dave McAferty!  We are 
all so gratefully for Dave’s commitment to the care of our money making 
camellias at the Shade House. Dave is there 2-3 times per week taking care 
great care of the camellias and the property through rain, cold and hot 
weather throughout the year. 
 
 The auction easily refilled the scholarship funds that evening.  There were 
8 special camellia plants, a one of a kind 3 year old Camellia bonsai 
prepared by Pierre Kaufke and our centerpieces art work by Barbara Holder 
contributed a grand total of $2,485. 

    
  
Banquet photos are on the website for you to view.  
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Please email Louise at pensacolacamellia@gmail.com, any additional photos you would like 
included on the website from the banquet. 
 

 

 
Tickets are $20 and can be purchased online at Mobile County Office 211-574-8445 or on their 
website https://www.mobilecountymastergardeners.org/2026tour 

mailto:pensacolacamellia@gmail.com
https://www.mobilecountymastergardeners.org/2026tour

