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Hello Pensacola Camellia Club members and friends.

Can you believe it has been a year since | was elected president of this amazing organization! | can hardly
believe it has been a year! Even more surprising, you are willing to have me do this for another year! |
must express my gratitude to you, the members and board of directors, for the work of making the
Pensacola Camellia Club such a success. | am thrilled to know that every single board member will
continue to serve the organization for another year in their same capacity. You must know that the
success of our club is recognized throughout the U.S., and this success was recognized during the open
forum of the Board of Director’s meeting of the American Camellia Society.

| had the privilege of participating in the annual American
Camellia Society conference in Charleston, South Carolina. This
was a chance to meet ACS members from throughout the U.S.
We toured the oldest public garden in the U.S. on Middleton
Place near Charleston, South Carolina. What a spectacular
example of Old-World formal gardens and informal gardens
with over 4,000 camellia plants. This garden was a recipient of
four Camellia japonica plants brought to the U.S. by the famous
French botanist and explorer André Michaux. Michaux is
credited with introducing the first Camellia japonica (specifically
the 'Reine des Fleurs' or 'Queen of Flowers' variety) to the
United States in 1786. He shared these early camellias with his
neighbor, Henry Middleton, who planted them at Middleton
Plantation. Only one of the original plants remains but it was
exciting to see it in flower. It looks much like Governor Mouton
and takes an unassuming place among many other plants in the
formal garden. For a history and plant enthusiast like me this
was an amazing treat!

Michaux is most recognized for his study of North American

flora, and he published “The Oaks of North America” in 1801
and “The Flora of North America” in 1803. Both works are cited in scientific work well into the 19" century
and many plants still have reference to this botanist as part of their scientific names. Did you know he also
introduced other southern garden favorites such as crape myrtle, azaleas, tea olives, and gingko!

| encourage you to enjoy your Camellias at whatever level brings you excitement and joy. There are many
opportunities to participate in a wide variety of Pensacola Camellia Club activities all year. And please,
bring a friend! Your Camellia Club is a great place to share this passion with like-minded people. Please join
us for our annual banquet this month and know you are in a room of fellow Camellia lovers who share
your passion, excitement and joy. Mack Thetford/ President
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Have We Been Busy! - Louise Seitz

In February we took a two hour drive to Eden’s State Park for their
annual Camellia Festival. Eden’s garden span 163 acres shaded by
600 year old live oak trees along with 340 camellias and at the center
is the Wesley House. A beautiful preserved 1890’s mansion filled
with period antiques. There are trails, pathway that wind through
the native gardens that lead to the edge of Choctawhatchee Bay for a
water view. Last year we were there to support the ‘Friends of the
Garden’ by providing grafting demonstrations inside their pavilion.
This year we were there to educate the public on the propagation
method of air layering camellias. Many of the curious visitors were
‘snowbirds’ staying in Destin who never saw a camellia but wish they
could take them home. (Photo of Greg Taylor on the ladder air

layering.)

EVENT SPOTLIGHT:

Who Were These People?
The Stories Behind Pensacola’s
Camellias

Jane Benson presents a fascinating look into
Pensacola’s past as she uncovers the stories of four
remarkable residents who have camellias named

in their honor. Through vintage photographs and
engaging storytelling, Jane paints a vivid picture of
life in Pensacola then and now, highlighting how
these individuals helped shape both the community
and the local camellia club.

16-Feb | 1:00 PM - 2:15 PM | $15

Instructor; Jane Benson
Florida Public Archaeology Network

camellias to their guest attending their Education Series. Some of the
attendees saw us at Eden’s other were at our December show and
happy we came to them with camellia plants. The main attraction sold
that day was 6 of ‘Snow Blizzard’, a sasanqua. It was a few hours of
work that paid off with sales and more importantly exposure to our

next events.
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The University of West Florida (UWF) provides a Leisure
Learning program for those over 55 on various subjects
and places throughout the year. Over the years the Club
has provided tours of the UWF Camellia Garden,
Camellia 101, Camellia Bingo and this time Jane
Benson’s presented, ‘Who Were These People? The
Stories behind Pensacola’s Camellias.’

One example included the resilient story of Sylvia
Donahoo and her neighbor Eva Mae McEverse that
registered the dark red Don-Mac in June of 1956.

Next stop, the Pensacola
Federation of Garden Center
invited the Club to sell




Where to be on Saturday is downtown Pensacola main street Palafox for the Market. The Club,
being non-profit, is allowed two free opportunities to sell at the market. We schedule are dates in
December to promote our annual show and in February to promote the UWF Garden Tour along
with our March Community Show. The market always gets a crowd of shoppers, lookers and
tourist passing by. We bring every plant with a bloom and the shopper’s gravitate to them like
bees to pollen. We are there to sell and to suggest everyone to join us the following day at UWF
Garden 12-4pm.

Many did attend the UWF Camellia Garden Tour to see our
140 camellias on a very blistery windy day. The garden did not
disappoint anyone with the many camellias in full bloom. John
Davy was educating the guests on pruning; Jane Benson was
showing the how to of air-layering, other members walked
with visitors to explain how the garden was developed as a gift
for the 40™ anniversary of the University in partnership with
Pensacola Camellia Club, UWF Retired Teachers Association
and the University. PCC members propagated and registered
half of the camellias in the garden and they were planted here
to protect and preserve this collection of camellia history.

So many happy faces left the garden with a hand full of blooms
and purchased 40
camellia plants. They
are looking forward to
attending our next
event on March 7" for
our Community Show
at the West Florida Library.
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Wherever we go we are each ambassadors for the Club attracting members as we share these
amazing Camellia plants with blooms. Hand someone a bloom and a joyfully smile appears on
their face. It opens the conversation to share what you enjoy about Camellias or the history of the
Club and you have peaked an interest, which brings them to our website. To those that pay
online, | send a ‘Welcome’ email to verify my message is getting to them, and to ask why they
joined the club.

The following are a few replies to that question;

From Michelle Ingram on Jan 29, 2026

I saw information regarding the Pensacola Club on Facebook.

I joined the club as my grandfather had a large camellia garden that we played in as young kids and grew to
appreciate the blooms as we got older. He was an experimenter and would try his hand at different grafts. (I have
no idea how he developed his knowledge of camellias.) Unfortunately he passed before I had my own home and
started on my own camellia garden. | had picked up some care knowledge from him through the years, but there
is a lot I don't know. I hope to learn more and maybe one day propagate some cuttings from his camellias to
enjoy at my home.

| may not be able to make the February or March meetings, but hope to see you again and meet the
other members at the April meeting.

| won the Edelweiss camellia at the gathering at V. Paul's. The Sound of Music was my mother-in-laws
favorite movie, so that plant will be extra special to us! Thank you for making us feel welcome. My
husband was apprehensive about going, but he admitted that he was glad he went. -Michelle Ingram

From Jackie York on Feb 5, 2026

I recently retired and would like to get more involved in gardening. I love flowering
plants/bushes/trees and wanted to associate myself with more experienced gardeners. 1
do have one camellia a bush in my yard.

From Cheryl Marlow on Feb 16, 2026

| received club information while at the Camellia Festival at Eden. It has
quickly become my favorite festival. | developed a love for Camellia
and Azalea in the last few years and have purchased many to add to my
garden.

Funny story, I took a selfie with a Funny Face Betty bloom and later on
the gentleman who was out and about whose wife was waxing Camellias
picked and cut a Camellia for me to take to get waxed. Unknowingly he
picked the very bloom I took the selfie with...crazy. Look forward to
meeting you. Thanks Cheryl

From Joe O’Neal on Feb 25, 2026

I discovered y’all one Saturday at the Market on Palafox and then I went to the event last
Sunday at the Camellia Garden on the campus of UWF.

My father had a degree in horticulture from Auburn so I was around landscaping my
whole life. My family lived in Auburn 25 years ago and we were blessed by the
landscaping of the previous owners of the property. The yard was beautifully landscaped
with mature shrubs and trees which contained a few amazing camellias. I now live in
Milton and I'm in the process of slowly making the property ours. It needs a few
camellias! -Thanks Joe
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From Michael McClellan on Feb 26, 2026

Received I, and thank you!

| have a number of clients who are members and have been telling me about the club for a few years
now. They have been encouraging me to join Amber’s favorite flower is the camellia, though I think
we both have a lot to learn about all the different cultivars!

Thanks,

Michael McClellan

ISA Certified Arborist® | FL-10026A

ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ)

Wildfire Risk Reduction Qualified (WRRQ)

From Laura Dees on Feb 26, 2026

Yes, I received the email. Thank you for the Camilla. My neighbor, Maria, invited me to
join. I'm looking forward to meeting new people.

What is the dress for the banquet for March meeting/banquet, please!

Laura Dees

From Abbi Shawyer on Feb 26, 2026
Thank you! I went to the public camellia meeting at VV-Paul’s a year ago and looked forward to joining
the club. I enjoyed the UWF Camellia garden on Sunday! - Abbi

Our last public event is Saturday March 7™ as we host our Community Show at the West Florida
Public Library located at 239 N. Spring Street, Pensacola. Everyone, members and non-members
please bring your blooms for a fun time to compete in a learning exhibition setting. Bloom entry
time 9am-11:30am for everyone who has not won at a ACS Camellia Show. The Judging starts at
11:30am and you get to walk with our ACS certified Judges to learn what determines the ‘Best
Bloom’. You do not have to know the name of the bloom to compete to win prizes. Plant sales
will open at 10am so our sales team can learn too. See you on Saturday!

2 Same
Unknown Variety
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Tuesday Mar. 17th — Award Banquet, it time to Celebrate Our Accomplishments! Come join
in the fun at V. Paul’s Italian Ristorante, 29 Palafox Place, Pensacola. Cash bar will open at
5:30pm with Happy Hour prices, followed by dinner at 6:30pm. You do not have to be a
member to attend; all family and friends are welcome to this celebration. Price is $47 per
person if paid by check, which can be mailed to Pensacola Camellia Club, PO Box 707,
Pensacola, FL 32591. Please include the name of your guests attending for name tags. Credit
card payment with fee is $50 per person and can be made by clicking on Banquet which takes
you directly to our website, under Get Involved.

Parking, there is a private pay parking lot on Baylen St. with the back door entrances to V.
Paul’s. Due to the construction on Palafox St. the city has free parking on the street as shown
in orange on the map below.
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Thursday Mar. 19" — Air layering begins at Leland Leonard’s property located at 537 Brent
Lane, Pensacola starting at 9am. Bring your pliers/knife for removing the cambium; the club
will supply the rest of the materials to air layer; rooting hormone powder, brush, sphagnum
moss, press n seal, aluminum foil and metal plant tags. If you have never done this, now is the
time to assist, side by side with members that have air layered before. Please join us for one
or all of the air layering dates.
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Saturday Mar. 28" — Come join us at UWF Camellia Garden to air layer camellias. We start at
9am bring you pliers/knife for removing the cambium; the club will supply the rest of the
materials to air layer; rooting hormone powder, brush, sphagnum moss, press n seal,
aluminum foil and metal plant tags. If you have never done this, now is the time to assist, side
by side with members that have air layered before.

Propagation Method
of Air Layering Camellias provided by
Pensacola Camellia Club

Remove a ring of Rooting Hormone & Wrap and label for

tissue to the Sphagnum Moss 6 months
cambium layer

Thursday April 9™ — Air layering at Paul Bruno’s home located at 619 N. Baylen St., Pensacola
starting at 9am. The club will provide the supplies and materials needed for air-layering.
Assisting members is the best way to learn this propagation method, please join us for this
and other air layering dates.

Friday Apr. 10th & Saturday April 11th— Pensacola Camellia Club will be selling camellias at
UF/IFAS and Pensacola State College Milton Campus, ‘Spring Festival of Flowers’ sales event
for the weekend. If you can help a few hours 9am- 4pm, let Trumin know 850.375.4541, bring
a chair and dress for the weather to greet the shoppers.

Tuesday Apr. 21st — Don’t miss the last Club Meeting of the Season. Program: Forrest Latta,
VP for America to the International Camellia Society will presents, International Camellia
Society Role and Camellia Shows Differ By Various Countries.” Location: Garden Center 6:30pm
for social, 7:00 pm program. This includes plans for ‘The International Camellia Society
Convention January 2027’. Learn how PCC will be involved in this international camellia event.

Saturday Apr. 25th— UWF Camellia Garden Work Day starting at 9:00am to 12:00pm.

If you have wondered how to reduce large camellia plants, John Davy will lead a plant
reduction demonstration. We will have members on hand to explain air layers and inside
pruning of plants before we all get to work at the garden. Come watch and learn so you can
improve your own yard with these methods.

Page 7 of 7


https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Garden+Center+(Pensacola+Federation+of+Garden+Clubs+Inc.)/@30.432345,-87.2109227,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x4323fe75d13173a7!8m2!3d30.432345!4d-87.208734

