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January 2026 Newsletter   www.PensacolaCamelliaClub.com   or like us on Facebook. 

 

Happy New Year Camellia family! 

I want to extend my deepest appreciation to all our members and visitors who 
participated in our Annual Camellia Show. We had tremendous success with beautiful 
blooms, plant sales, and very high attendance. Many visitors were also introduced to 
the Camellia Garden on the UWF campus. 

What a wonderful flowering season we have had so far this year! I had the pleasure of 
joining members of our club at Bellingrath Gardens. We had a great tour with Seth and 
Sarah and were able to see so many very large and very old plants in flower. There 
were also newer varieties and newly planted gardens. What a treat! 

   

Over the past two months I have also been able to visit the Columbus Botanical 
Gardens’ large camellia garden and American Camellia Society’s Massee Lane Gardens. 
I hope to get back to Mobile very soon to see the large Camellia collection at the 
Mobile Botanical Garden.  

I would encourage you to check out the American Camellia Society’s American Camellia 
Trail program and make plans to visit a Camellia Garden this season. I have been 
introduced to some very exciting antique varieties, very large and mature plants, and 
encountered more very friendly fellow camellians along the journey. I look forward to 
seeing you at our monthly meeting. 

For the Love of the Camellia! 

Mack Thetford/ President 

Louise Seitz/ editor 

http://www.pensacolacamelliaclub.com/
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Tuesday Jan 20th – Club Meeting: Program: “Hands On Grafting Workshop.” We will have 
scions for you to select from, members to do the grafting or assist you with this propagation 
method. The cost is $10 for a grafted camellia and we will provide you with an ‘After Care’ 
handout. See our club Treasure, Laura Anderson, to pay before grafting.  

 Please see Becky to renewal your membership information and dues. 

 During our social time we will have Show photos for you to enjoy. 

 New Members that joined at the show your FREE camellia plant will be available.  
 Location: Garden Center, 6:30pm for social, 7:00 pm program. 
 
Plant chances will be… 

 
 

 According to our bylaws the Nominating Committee will present and accept nominees 
for the slate of officers and board members. At the February meeting we will vote on the 
slate. Here are their suggestions for Officers and Board to serve for the 2026-2027 season. 
 Officers: President –  Mack Thetford, 
 1st Vice President - Show Chairperson, Christi Hankins, 
 2nd Vice President - Programs, John Davy 
 3rd Vice President - Membership, Rebecca Sherman 
 Treasurer – Laura Anderson, Secretary –Kristin DeReuil, Past Pres – Greg Taylor, 

Board of Directors: Jane Benson, Paul Bruno, Cindy McDonald, Dave McAferty, Brianna 
Murdock, Louise Seitz, & Sandra Sherman 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Garden+Center+(Pensacola+Federation+of+Garden+Clubs+Inc.)/@30.432345,-87.2109227,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x4323fe75d13173a7!8m2!3d30.432345!4d-87.208734


Page 3 of 5 
 

 

 
NEW   Friday Jan. 23 at 7 pm & Sunday Jan. 25th at 2pm Opera La traviata at Saenger  
The Club will be providing red and white camellias to decorate the lobby and upstairs event 
rooms. If you have camellias that are red or white that you can donate please contact Louise 
850-780-0410 and leave a voice message on this landline.  If you are interested in attending 
the performance, please let me know, we may have a few free tickets.  
 

 Pensacola Opera is presenting Verdi's La traviata. This 
story is one of opera's most popular, and it's based on 
a play entitled The Lady of the Camellias by Alexandra 
Dumas. The play is based on a real-life courtesan who 
would reportedly wear white camellias in her hair to 
signal that she was "available" and would display red 
camellias when she was "unavailable". This becomes a 
symbolic appearance in the opera.  

 
 
Saturday Jan. 24th – Pensacola Camellia Club at 
Japanese American New Year Celebration at Wright 
Place, selling camellias and promoting upcoming 
events. This is a perfect fit for us to educate the public 
about these Japanese native plants. This is a very well 
attended Japanese cultural event, with food, music, 
dance and drummers within the gym area. We will be 
located in the lobby area with other vendors. PCC 
member Peggy DeArmon will be selling Japanese 
maple trees, and Pierre Kaufke will represent the Bonsai Society.  If you never attended, it is 
very much worth the $10 admission. Event time is 11-4pm. If you can help between 9-4pm 
please contact Louise at 850-780-0410. 
 
Wednesday Jan. 28th – ‘Salute to the Winter Rose, Camellias’ at V. Paul’s.  

All gardeners & camellia lovers, come join us from 4:30 -6pm for a 
conversation to share the love and knowledge of camellias. There will 
be demonstrations and discussions on the culture and care of the 
camellia flowers of Pensacola from Paul Bruno. 
 Happy Hour prices on wine to salute the winter rose. 
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Where you can find your Pensacola Camellia Club in February!  
 

 
 
UWF Leisure Learning Program on Feb. 16th  
Come hear Jane Benson at 1pm. 
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Fairhope Tea Plantaion  by Debbie Brown 

 Trumin Brown, Sharon Malony and I took a road trip to 
the Fairhope Tea Plantation last Spring. The owner Donnie 
Barrett requested a small group of only 2-3 people for a visit. 
You’re wondering why only 3?  We could have made this a club 
outing but at the request of the owner, Donnie Barrett, only 2-
3 guests at at time. His plantation and home is at the end of a 
dirt road, Lyter Lane in rural Fairhope, Alabama. I want to give 
you  fair warning that as you step out of your vehicle you will 
hear a screeching sound of 20 or more Peacocks that freely 
roam the property. They are another side interest of Donnie’s.  

    

First thing when you arrive, you will be served a cup of tea made by his wife, Lottie. Donnie 
discussed the history of the property and how the plantation is laid out. He then gave us a 
tour of the plantation in his golf cart which only carries 3 guests and himself. On the grounds 
he showed us rows of Camellia sinensis plants that are maintained from waist to chest height 
for ease in harvesting the leaves from the plants. The leaves to be dried after picking are laid 
out on a bed sheet to dry in the sun. That is were Donnie end the story but their website 
explains, ‘The process begins the second the leaves are plucked, and a series of steps have to be followed to 

produce the product desired.  Just subtle differences in temperature, moisture content, age of the tea growth 

and timing all have a profound effect on the finished tea.’  After the tour of the grounds you will return 
to his back patio for a history lesson of the origination of the tea plant that were brought over 
the Himalayas mountains to China.  

During his presentation he discussed how his father, Bill Barrett was the facility administrator 
at the Auburn University ‘Substation’ where Lipton Tea Company had been conducting tea 
growing experiments in the 70’s.  Hurricane Frederrick destory their plants and the 
experiment was terminated and they left the facility in 1979. From the Corps of Engineers 
hurricane dump site which was the Substation, Donnie salvaged three Lipton plants from the 
burn pile which was the start of his life learning about tea.  

Donnie took his first trip to China in 1984 to learn how to make tea. He learned the craft of 
making green and black tea which is not an easy process and has many steps. Many years of 
trial and error to perfect the craft of the product he sells today.  

You can learn more online at fairhopeteaplantation.com or call Donnie at 251-209-3089. 


