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December 31, 2025 

87th Annual Camellia Show  
It was great to see and visit with the out of town camellia friends/exhibitors/judges that 
attended our show on December 13th.  The numerous blooms they contribute expand   
the wide varieties of beautiful blooms that visitors come to admire. Below are two such 
camellia enthusiasts that won the Sweepstakes certificates.  Gold went to Sarah Doctor-
Williams from Tallahassee with 64 blue ribbons and Silver went to Alex Hinson from 
Quincy with 30 blue ribbons. 
You will find many more photos from the show in the rush of prepping their blooms, 
placing blooms and relaxing before they judged. Go to our website or clink on the link to 
view the photos 87th Camellia Show there is another photo album of the winning blooms. 
 
I had to include the photo of John Grimm’s truck message. I would adjust the message to 
include an  ‘s’ on camellia. I know our sales team would agree that must buyers come for 
more than one.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMH2hEjL2F848o3es3aLGJCkcB-G0SecSEgfeQ8lDgcsrE-li_Ce3_iov2v0cThRA?key=TlhMeWcwRTdBRTJBcW9UaTFHRG9YNVB5eXdSNWZR
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Best in Show Unprotected was John Davy’s ‘Lady Laura’.  Best Protected was William & 
Sandee Khoury’s from Byron, GA with ‘Loraine Gloria’.  

   

 The following are a few facts to share with your about the show. 

 Between Friday’s setup and Saturday’s show we had over 55 members plus some 
very helpful friends and family members that made our show successful. 

 There were 19 ACS certified judges and 10 novice judges here to do the hard part 
of selecting winners from the 775 blooms. 

 There were exhibitors from Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, 
covering the gulf coast states.  

 Trumin Brown reported that we sold 242 plants at the show. 

 Becky Sherman reported 22 visitors are now new Pensacola Camellia Club 
members and 20 of those are now American Camellia Society members too. 

 There were 184 visitors just in the first hour of opening the show and a total of 261 
visitors attended. When asked, ‘How did you hear about the show?’  Answers 
included signage at Italian Fest & Great Gulfcoast Art Fest, radio, Face book, TV, 
friends and PCC members.  

 Thank you members for the wonderful donations of Toys for Tots. Many of our 
exhibitors commented on how great that was for prizes. 

 Thank you Elizabeth Fleischhauer, and Louise Seitz for taking photos.  Please 
forward you photos to pensacolacamellia@gmail.com if you would like them 
included.  

 

file://Gen-2/E/Louise/hobbies/Calmellia/Newsletter/2024-2025%20season/pensacolacamellia@gmail.com%20


Page 3 of 4 
 

 
Congratulation to the following members who won awards in the various unprotected 
categories at our show. 
 

Award Winner Bloom Name 

   

Best Japonica Small Paul Bruno Tama Vino 

Best Non-Reticulata Hybrids 
Miniature  RU    

 Leah Gay 

   

Best Non-Reticulata Hybrids Med John Davy Dancing Blaze 

Best Non-Reticulata Hybrids very 
large/ large RU 

 Cile Mitchell 

Best Reticulata  small RU  Sugar Dream 

Best Japonica Med/ Lg   Grand Marshal  Var 

Best Japonica Med/Lg RU  Laura’s Beauty 

Best Japonica mini  Fircone var 

Best Pink Perfection  Pink Perfection 

Best In Show  Lady Laura 

Best Seedling med/sm  Gosho-zakura 

Best Sport or Mutations  Laura’s Beauty Red 

Best Pink Perfection  Pink Perfection 

   

Best Spray Jim & Kristin DeReuil Leslie Ann 

Best Japonica Small RU  Autumn Perfection 

Best Tray of Three same  Alba Plena 

   

Best Japonica Large Sharon Emmons Bob Hope 

   

Best Five Flags Pensacola  Christi Hankins Bessie Bowman 

   

Best Reticulatas  V.Large   RU   Alan McMillan William Sellers 

Best Japonica Medium  Black Magic 

Best Japonica V. Large RU  Edna Base Var 

   

Best Reticulata Medium  Brianna Murdock Black Lace Peony 

   

Best Japonica V. Large Greg Taylor Edna Bass 

   

Novice Best Small Brian Donor Green’s Blues 

Novice Best  Medium  Debutante 

Novice Best Med-Lg  Sea Foam 

Novice Best Very Large  R.L. Wheeler 

Novice Best Large  Adolphe Audusson Var 

Novice Tray 3 same  Aunt Jetty 

   

Novice Best Med/ Large Deb Garrett Sea Foam 
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2026 Camellia Show Calendar includes the following for you to attend. 
North Shore Camellia Club (Covington) January 11 

Tallahassee Camellia Club January 10-11 
Mobile Camellia Club January 17 

New Orleans Camellia Club January 24 
Greenville Camellia Society, January 24-25 

Baton Rouge Camellia Society January 31- Feb 1 
 

Thursday Jan. 8th – We have a special field trip to Bellingrath Garden where Sarah 
Brecher (PCC Member) will share some of the exciting projects going on at Bellingrath. 
Sarah and Todd Lasseigne have purchased many camellias from PCC and various clubs 
to expand their Camellia gardens. This will be a great time to view these camellia 
blooms and enjoy Bellingrath Garden. If you wish to carpool, be at the Shade House by 
8:30am and will leave from there for our 10am appointment at Bellingrath. Contact 
Louise if you plant to carpool so we don’t leave without you 850-780-0410. 
 
Tuesday Jan 20th – Club Meeting: Program:  Jane Benson presenting, “A Look at 
Soundside Garden.” Location: Garden Center, 6:30pm for social, 7:00 pm program. 
 
Saturday Jan. 24th – Pensacola Camellia Club at Japanese American New Year 
Celebration at Wright Place (80 E. Wright Street, Pensacola) selling Camellias 
Japonicas and promoting upcoming events. This is a lovely cultural event that includes 
performances by drummers / dancers and food. If you never attended you are missing 
out on a special afternoon of entertainment.   If you can help between 9am -4pm 
please contact Louise at 850-780-0410, there is a $10 admission fee to attend. 
 
Wednesday Jan. 28th – ‘Salute to the Winter Rose, Camellias’ at V. Paul’s. All 
gardeners & camellia lovers, come join us from 4:30 -6pm for a conversation about the 
care of camellias. Happy Hour prices on wine to salute the winter rose. 
 
 
We love to hear your camellia stories and / or photos about what you enjoy about camellias 
or PCC’s events. Please submit to Louise Seitz at pensacolacamellia@gmail.com by the 1st of 
the month for it to be included in the newsletter. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Garden+Center+(Pensacola+Federation+of+Garden+Clubs+Inc.)/@30.432345,-87.2109227,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x4323fe75d13173a7!8m2!3d30.432345!4d-87.208734
mailto:pensacolacamellia@gmail.com

