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December 2025 Newsletter   www.PensacolaCamelliaClub.com   or like us on Facebook. 

 

Hello fellow Camellia enthusiasts. 

As we enter this first week of December the excitement for participating in the 87th Annual 
Pensacola Camellia Club show is reaching a peak. The flower buds on so many of my plants are 
showing color while others have had flowers for a couple of weeks. Hopefully, the many, many 
bottles of Gib we have distributed to the membership over the past months made their way into 
the shoot tips of your plants and you too are enjoying the early flowering. 

The club has made a strong effort this year to encourage the public and our members to bring a 
flower to the show. Those who know me will recognize part of my mantra of “Bring a friend to the 
show”, or “Bring a plant to a friend”, or “Look outside of our group or committee and bring 
someone new to the table” in this statement. We are an eclectic group of individuals who share a 
love of camellias and our annual show is the ultimate opportunity for you to share your successes 
and your enthusiasm with the public. I like to think of our annual show as just that – A Show! 
While some may personally enjoy the thrill of the inherent competition of the show, we should 
remember also that the show allows us “To foster and maintain an interest in camellias and their 
culture” and “To provide an opportunity for their exhibition and appreciation”. 

So please bring your flowers to the show! Don’t think your flowers are not worthy and do not 
prejudge your flowers. Your flower may be the only one of its type at the show and it will be an 
important representative to assist us with our mission. Your Pensacola Camellia Club family will be 
there to assist you with your entry. So, help us by bringing your flowers and we will help you to 
show them off. 

I also want to express my gratitude for all 
your enthusiasm, participation, volunteering, 
and smiling back at me from the crowd. The 
success of the club reflects every single 
member. You each contribute in your own 
way, and I thank each of you for your role in 
the success of the club. If you wish to 
volunteer, please contact us through the 
website. 

Mack Thetford / PCC President 

 

Louise Seitz/ editor 

http://www.pensacolacamelliaclub.com/
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How Do Camellias Fit In To This Art Festival?   – Louise Seitz 

As I mentioned at the October meeting, what an exciting opportunity we had to be a sponsor 
of the Great Gulfcoast Art Festival held in Pensacola’s Seville Square Park.  This is popular 
annual event in Pensacola held this past November 7-9 in conjunction with the Visit Pensacola 
Foo Foo Festival activities.  

Each year, over 600 applicants submit images of their art work for this juried art show. This 
three-day art show draws over 200 of the nation’s best painters, potters, sculptors, jewelers, 
graphic artists, and other artisans. The Great Gulfcoast Arts Festival is ranked 18th in the 
nation of top art festival held. 

How do Camellias fit in to this art festival?   We are a living work of art!   

 Member, John Davy, generous 
donated 21 sasanqua plants (L.A. 
Lady, Leslie Ann, Rosamarie and 
Shi-Shi Gashira) in the name of 
Pensacola Camellia Club for this 
‘Plant Silent Auction’.  These 
donations of unique and high 
quality plants beautify the festival. 
All proceeds support the Great 
Gulfcoast Arts Festival. 

 Our club member, Maria Rosasco, 
set up the plants in various 
locations with some decorative 
props to attract the public’s 
attention to these various camellia 
sasanqua plants within the Seville 
Square Park. 

She had our name, ‘Pensacola 
Camellia Club’, widely visible and 
display throughout for maximum 
exposure.  As a sponsor we were 
included in the GGAF’s souvenir 
program, on poster boards, on their 
website scroll board of sponsors 
and around every plant for auction.  
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Our club members came out to help with the auction table. We had brochures available to 
inform the public about Pensacola Camellia Club, our various events, 87th Annual Camellia 
Show, along with handouts of the University of West Florida’s Camellia Garden and the 
American Camellia Society Camellia Trails.   

We are reaping the rewards of these efforts with new members who attended the Art Festival 
and attended our November club meeting.  What a win-win! 

Picture below are PCC Members, Maria Rosasco who provided us with this opportunity, along 
with volunteer Debbie Brown at the Auction Table.  Follow by John and Sara Davy enjoying 
their lunch at the festival. Thank you John Davy, for your generous donation to GGAF on 
behalf of the Pensacola Camellia Club!  

   

If you visit 
https://www.ggaf.org 
website for more 
information on this 
event you will find 
our name scrolling by 
as one of the 
sponsors. 

Next media event in December, Show President, Christi Hankins will be on WEAR3 TV for an 
interview with Sue Straughn’s program called Community Calendar.   

 

https://www.ggaf.org/
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Saturday Dec. 6th – Pensacola Camellia Club at Palafox Market selling camellias and promoting 
upcoming events. If you can help between 8:00am -2:00pm please contact Louise at 850-780-
0410. Please bring a chair, dress for the weather and we will greet the shoppers with camellias 
and smiles! 
 
Tuesday Dec. 9th – Club meeting – Christi Hankins/ Show Chairperson presenting “Where your 
help is needed for our Camellia Show.” We will finalize all jobs for setup and the show.   
Location: Garden Center, 6:30pm for social, 7:00 pm program.  Please bring in your toy donation 
for “Toys for Tots” that we will use in place of show prizes for our December Camellia Show 
winners. 

 
 
Friday Dec. 12th – Show set up begins at 1pm at the Shade House. Many hands are needed load 
plants that will be transported to the UWF Conference Center and unloaded there in the daylight 
hours. When that is completed the show supplies will be transported for setting up inside the 
conference center at 5-7pm. The set up time is set by the University’s scheduled not ours. 
  
Saturday Dec. 13th – Pensacola Camellia Club 87th Annual Camellia Show, & Garden Tour & 
Plant Sales at UWF Conference Center located at 11000 University Boulevard. 
Exhibitors start time is 6:30am – 10:00am; Judging begins at 10:30am – 1:00pm, Open to the 
Public to enjoy all of the blooms 1:00pm – 4:00pm. Guests are encouraged to walk over to the 
UWF Camellia Garden before or after the show to enjoy these blooms. At 4pm all of the blooms 
may go home with you bring containers to pack up and share with the neighbors. 
 
 
Heads up… at this show location we will be spread out with some members outside with plant 
sales or the garden tour, inside first floor greeting and membership, upstairs lobby with awards 
and the large conference room with all of the bloom entries.  
The more you know before the show the better prepare you are to answer questions and assist 
the public.  I have attached the 3 fold brochures that we will be handing out. When it is folded the 
‘Welcome’ is the covered, inside panel explains the ‘Show Membership Special’, which opens into 
the, general ‘Show Information’ and ‘What judges look for in a bloom’ and the backside, there is a 
map to assist the ‘short walk to the UWF Camellia Garden.’  
 
- Yes, the Psychology building will be open for restrooms needs out by the garden. 
- No, we do not have UWF golf carts for transportation to and from the garden.  
- Yes, prayers for a beautiful day to enjoy God’s gift of Camellias.  Stay healthy -Louise  
 
 

http://palafoxmarket.com/hours-and-location/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Garden+Center+(Pensacola+Federation+of+Garden+Clubs+Inc.)/@30.432345,-87.2109227,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x4323fe75d13173a7!8m2!3d30.432345!4d-87.208734
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